
 

Parish Staff 

Pastor, Rev. Michael J. Erpelding 
 (712) 423-2656 
 father@stjohnparishonawa.com 
 father@stjoeparishsalix.com 

Director of Faith Formation, Michelle Rethman 
 (712) 202-6641 
 michelle@stjohnparishonawa.com 
 michelle@stjoeparishsalix.com 

Secretary — St. John & St. Bernard,  Colleen Maule 
 (712) 423-1004 
 secretary@stjohnparishonawa.com 
 Office Hours: Monday—Thursday 
   7:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 

Secretary — St. Joseph, Mary Brady 
 (712) 946-5635 
 secretary@stjoeparishsalix.com 
 Office Hours: Monday—Friday 
   9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

Websites — St. John:  www.stjohnonawa.com 
 St. Joseph:  www.stjoesalix.com 

Sacraments 
Reconciliation:  30 min. before Mass or by appointment 

Baptism: St. John — Sunday, 9:00 a.m. 
  St. Joseph — Sunday, 11:00 a.m. 

Baptism Class:  Contact the Director of Faith Formation 

Marriage:  Arrangements at least six (6) months prior to 
marriage.  Interview with the pastor is required before 
date for marriage can be given. 

THE CATHOLIC CHURCHES OF 

ST BERNARD 
201 Main St, Blencoe, IA 

ST JOHN 
1009 13th St, Onawa, IA 

ST JOSEPH 
510 TIPTON ST, SALIX, IA 

THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME JANUARY 21, 2024 

Questions of the Week 

Adults:  What part of your life is Jesus calling you to 
change right now? 
 
Children:  In what way do you think you can be a 
better follower of Jesus? 

 We start telling lies around the age of three, the experts 
tell us. It’s understandable. Lying is a god-like power. 
Whatever I want, I need only say it, and the world rear-
ranges itself accordingly. It’s amazing at first. But soon 
reality snaps back and I’m faced with a dilemma. If I re-
main committed to my lie I start to fracture into pieces. 
My words and reality drift apart, and I find myself lost in 
a lonely world of further falsehoods and fear of being 
found out. 

 How marvelous, then, that Jesus begins his ministry by 
proclaiming: “Repent!” We 
tend to think it means “stop 
doing bad things” but it 
doesn’t. It literally means “go 
beyond the mind you have.” 
Think in a new way. It’s pain-
ful to admit, but some portion 
of my mind is addicted to lie-
telling, usually to protect my 
ego or make life easier. To 
repent means to admit this 
tendency, to say, “I’m done lying,” and to move beyond 
my split mind into a complete commitment to the truth. 
Perhaps that’s why at Mass we together proclaim, “I 
have sinned in my thoughts, and in my words…” Re-
pentance and truth-telling work together. 

 Those who know the twelve-step process of addiction 
recovery know this process well. The fourth step requires 
radical truth-telling: listing our moral defects. This isn’t 
being scrupulous. Rather it is freedom from falsehood, 
and entrance into the real world. This week, I invite you 
to join me in this practice. Get your phone or piece of pa-
per. Answer the question: what are your true moral de-
fects? Write them down. Remember, the Lord knows 
them already and loves you. We have a sacrament where 
this truth-telling is celebrated: Confession. Perhaps it is 
finally time to go beyond our childish lies. 

—Father John Muir 

©LPi 

mailto:frterry.roder@bishopheelan.org
mailto:frterry.roder@bishopheelan.org


Religious Education News 

The Schedule for Religious Education is below. 
Please see the church bulletin boards for the complete 
schedule. 

 

St. Joseph Church 
Second Grade Sacraments 

This Wednesday, January 24th, 
6:30 PM will be the First Rec-

onciliation Retreat at St. Joseph Church in the Parish 
Center.  Children, please bring along one or both of 
your parents or guardians. The focus of this retreat is 
to offer practical guidance to making your first confes-
sions while being mindful that this sacrament is one of 
the beautiful Sacraments of Healing. We look forward 
to you joining us as you prepare to make your first 
confessions! For questions, please contact Michelle 
Rethman, (712) 202-6641. 

Mass Schedule for St. John and St. Joseph Churches 

Day Date Time Mass Intentions Location 

Monday  January 22   No Mass  

Tuesday January 23  9:00 AM Paula Wagner St. Joseph 

Wednesday  January 24  9:00 AM Poor Souls St. John  

Thursday January 25  9:00 AM Louis & Mary Stanislav St. Joseph 

Friday  January 26  9:00 AM Lee Bousquet St. John 

Saturday  January 27  4:00 PM Mary Lue Schneiders St. Joseph 

Sunday   January 28 
 9:00 AM Joe & Mabel Hewitt St. John 

 11:00 AM Parishioners of  St. John, St. Joseph & St. Bernard St. Joseph 

WEEK OF JANUARY 21, 2024 

    GROWING IN OUR FAITH 

 Winter has arrived! Please note that if the public 
schools cancel school or dismiss early due 
to inclement weather on a Wednesday, then we will 
cancel Religious Education classes for that evening. If 
the public schools have a late-start on a Wednesday, 
then we will have Religious Education classes that 
evening. 

 For clarification, if any of these school districts have 
weather cancellations, both of our programs will cancel 
Religious Education: 

 Lawton-Bronson 
 Sergeant Bluff-Luton 
 Sioux City 
 West Monona 
 Westwood 
 Whiting 
 Finally, while our parish staff members monitor road 
conditions, most of the information we find regards 
interstate and county highways, but not local streets. 
Use your best judgment when deciding if you should 
venture out in inclement weather. 

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 

The disciples were fishing when Christ found them, hard 

at work to support their families, casting their nets into 

the sea. Sometimes when God calls us, we are in the 

middle of something else. Don’t be afraid to change your 

plans to follow Him.                                                     ©LPi January 
24th Classes, 6:30—7:30 PM 

31th Classes, 6:30—7:30 PM 

February 
7th Classes, 6:30—7:30 PM 

14th No classes — Ash Wednesday Masses 

21st No classes — Lent Reconciliation 

28th Classes, 6:30—7:30 PM 

March 
7th Classes, 6:30—7:30 PM 

14th Classes, 6:30—7:30 PM 

21st Classes, 6:30—7:30 PM 

28th No classes — Holy Week 

Religious Education 
Inclement Weather 

Policy 



St. John & St. Bernard Weekly Offering 

Registered Families:  185 
January 7, 2024 

Envelopes and Loose Giving $2897.00 

E-Offering $169.40 

Food Pantry $10.00 

St. Bernard  $135.00 

Grain $3806.94 

Catholic Charities $20.00 

  

Total for January 7, 2024 $7038.34 

ST. JOHN & ST. BERNARD NEWS ST. JOSEPH NEWS 

St. Joseph Weekly Offering 

Jan 6-7, 2024 
 

Envelopes and Loose Giving $2408.00 

E-Offering $300.70 

Solemnity Of Mary $5.00 

Candles $65.00 

Cemetery Fund $300.00 

Maintenance, Emergency $165.00 

Food Pantry $100.00 

Total for Jan 6-7, 2024 $3343.70 

It is not too late to make your contribution 
to Together As One. We are still $2857.00 
short of our goal. Any and all contributions 
are welcomed and appreciated. Thank you to 
everyone who has sent in a donation. If you 

haven’t sent in your pledge yet, please consider giv-
ing. Any contributions above our parish goal will  re-
turn to our parish. 

CATHOLIC CONFERENCE  
 

SAVE THE DATE!  
September 28 & 29, 2024  

Wells Fargo Arena, Des Moines  
Don’t miss this every two-year opportunity to hear 
world-class speakers, celebrate Mass with thousands, 
attend reconciliation, fill your spirit with music and 
visit Jesus in adoration. Let’s Believe…Live…and Cel-
ebrate Our Faith! To learn more, visit        
ChristOurLifeIowa.com. 

If you would like to have 
the bulletin emailed to you 
each week, you can sub-
s c r i b e  a t 
www.parishesonline.com. 
For all of our parishes (St. 
John, St. Joseph, St. Ber-
nard), use the following 
information to subscribe: 
 

Church Name: St. John 
City: Onawa 

 
Our deepest sympathy 
goes out to the family of 
Connie Savage-Frokic, 
daughter of Tom and 

Colleen Savage, who passed away January 2, 2024. 
Her memorial service was held at St. Joseph Church 
on  January 13. May her soul and all the souls of the 
faithfully departed through the mercy of God, rest in 
peace. Amen. 
 
Annual giving statements for 2023 will be mailed out 
this week. Please contact the office if you are not re-
ceiving your weekly contribution envelopes or if you 
would like to donate electronically. Thank you for 
your support! 

 

Prayer of Discipleship 
 
Dear Jesus,  
When you call to me, help me to listen. Give me the 
courage to respond bravely and boldly to your invita-
tion for my life. Amen.              ©LPi 

Virtue  of the  month 

Prayer 



 

 

First Reconciliation 
 

First Reconciliation, one 
of the Sacraments of Heal-
ing, is around the corner 
for our wonderful second 
grade students. Below is 
the schedule for each par-
i s h .  P l e a s e  c o n t a c t 
Michelle Rethman, Direc-
tor of Faith Formation, at 
712-202-6641 if you have 
questions or concerns. Parents, regarding the 
dates below, we invite both parents to partici-
pate; however, we ask that at least one parent at-
tend the retreat and first reconciliation. 

We look forward to walking with your children 
as they prepare for the sacraments this year!  

St. Joseph Church 

 Retreat: 
 Wednesday, January 24, 2024, 6:30 PM 

 First Reconciliation: 
 Wednesday, February 21, 2024, 5:00—5:30 PM 
 
 

St. John Church 

 Retreat: 
 Wednesday, January 31, 2024, 6:30 PM 

 First Reconciliation: 
 Wednesday, February 21, 2024, 6:00—6:30 PM 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Holy Eucharist will be available for Adora-
tion. All are invited to spend some time with the 
Lord.  
 

Sunday, February 4 
 St. John-Onawa, 10:00am-2:00pm 
Sunday, March 3 
 St. Joseph-Salix, 12:00pm-2:00pm 

Together as One (TAO) supports the Office 

of the Tribunal. The office of the tribunal 

protects the rights of all the faithful by 

interpreting and applying the laws of the 

church. 

 

PARISH GOAL PLEDGES REMAINING 

ST. JOHN $8,987.00  $6130.00 $2857.00 

    

ST. JOSEPH $12,481.00  $10,457.00 $2,024.00 

God Laughs 

Question:  What do you call a holy person who can 
predict earthquakes? 

Answer:  A Faults Prophet! 

Eucharistic Adoration 


